Blackwater And Hawley Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2021

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Blackwater And Hawley Town Council for the
year ended 31 March 2021 has been completed and the accounts have
been published.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Blackwater And
Hawley Town Council on application to:
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3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £PL’>{3~ (c) for each
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.
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Announcement made by: (d) o StAuww — loww Qlal\e
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Date of announcement: (e) o6 [0 [ Qo)

Notes

This notice and Sections 1,2 & 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 September. This must
include publication on the
smaller authority’s website.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

{a) Insert the name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b) Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

(c) Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

(e

—

Insert the date of placing of the
notice




Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2020/21

We acknowledge as the members of:

BACLAVATERZ. AND HAW L~ Tl (o
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
itie prepaiation uf the Accuunting Staiemenis. We coniitin, o ihe best ol vul kowiedge and beiiel, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2021, that:

Agreed

Yes No* ‘Yes' means that this authority:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
mananemant durineg the year and far the nraparation of

lhe accounting statements.

prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Arcnonte zind Aot Rﬂgﬂ ilatinns

made proper arrangements and accepled responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal conirol
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud

NS

and carruption and reviewed its effectiveness. its charge.
3. We took all reasonable sleps Lo assure ourselves has only done whal if has the legal power to do and has
thal there are no matlers of actual or potential complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

nan-eamnlianes with i rqgulminne anr Drnru:r
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the abilily of this authorily to conduct its

Lusiiess U laiaye il fihaices,

AN

4. We provided proper opportunily during the year for during the year gave all persons inlerested the opportunity (o
the evarcies nf alartars’ rinhte in arcordanece with the meparct and ack questione aboul thie aythoriti's ancopnts

requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them propery.

5. We carried oul an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
evternal inguranca rnvar whara required

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounling
records and control syslems.

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
econirols and procedures, to aive an obiective view on whether
internal controls meel the needs of this smaller authority.

-

responded fo matters brought to ifs aftention by internal and
external audit.

. We look appropriate action on all matlers raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
uuring llie year wiviudinng evenis tahing place aller e year
end il relevant.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
Lot e, wveiile ol bansaulivng, oueuling wilie
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and. where appropnate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

SIS S N

w

has mel alt of its responsibilities where, as a body
curpuiaie, i s a sl anaghiy iusioe ol o ocai
trust or trusts.

. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
Giatiaiie, 11 uul vapauily a3 b suie Hidiaghiy
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and. if required. independent \/
examination or audit.

“Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe how the
authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given:

Mot e
and recorded as minute reference: Chairman /D‘P./>
CURSh 3, - Naoo

W ww.bladuuste@rodhacstertauneonced. qen - ol
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2020/21 for

Ri-Acl, WATREZ AND

Year ending
31 March
2021
£

HAWLEY Tew ) (sub i

Notes and guidance

Please round all figures to nec;w est £1. Donot leave any
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances, All figures must
agree to underlying financial records.

1. Raiances hronaht
forward

1%, H50

\L&, LRO

Total halances and raserves at the heginning of the vear
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

2. {(+) Pracept or Rates and
Levies

\5%, Fob

1a b

Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

2, (+) Total other receipts

136, 7L | 196,

Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
tne precepr or rales/evies receved (ine 2). Inciuae any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff cosis

&L 2RS

203, AST

Iotar expenaiiure or payments made (o and on benair
of alf employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
:amp!nyg-\rl: MI contribitinneg t:-mlnlnynr:: pnncﬂ‘an
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (=) | nan interest/eanital
repayments

o

Tntal exnanditure or pavments nf canital and interast
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments

1291, & bl

B4-,A4L

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less staff costs (line 4} and loan interest/capital
repayments (Ime 5).

7. (=) Balances carried
Torwara

\ L%, R0

(L AL

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
equal (1+4+3) - (470+0).

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments

1eh- WL

\WO,&5S

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —
To agree with bank reconciliation,

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term nvestments
and assets

366%a05

2,150

The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
up or all its nixed assets and long term investmenis as al
31 March.

10. Towal borrowings

O

The vutstanding capiiai batance as at 31 Marcn of il (oarns
from third parties (including PWLB).

11. (For Local Councils Only) Disclosure note

ra Trugt funde {including charitable)

/

The Council, as & body corporate, acts as sole trustee for

and is responsibla for menaging Trust funds or assots,

N.B. The figures in the accounting statements above do
not include any Trust transactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2021 the Accounting
Stalements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governanue daid Accouniabiiity for Smaiier Auliorilies — a
Practitioners’ Guide fo Proper Practices and present fairly

the financial nacjtinn of thie authaority
e tinancia; posiiion oF LIS auinority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
prn:nniad tn the ﬂllfhﬂr‘ify frr :ppro\:al

B

\&| 06| 2o |

Date

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

L oGl 20l

as recorded in minute reference:

Cheash .

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting

Statements were anpproyed
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2020/21
In respect of BLACKWATER AND HAWLEY TOWN COUNCIL-HA0028

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

s summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2021; and

» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2020/21

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR s in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concemn that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

3 External auditor certificate 2020/21

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2021,

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature PN LT SRS [Pt Date 02/09/2021

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note
AGN/02. The AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk)
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